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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — PRECEDENCE OF PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [12.45 pm]: I move — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable private members’ business to 
have priority from 4.00 pm to 8.00 pm on Wednesday, 23 February 2011. 

This motion will simply allow the house to sit beyond 7.00 pm today. It is not the government’s intention to 
reduce the amount of time available to the opposition for private members’ business. Opposition members will 
still have the normal three hours allocated under the standing orders. However, as the government wishes to sit 
beyond 7.00 pm today, this motion, when passed, will allow Mr Speaker to allocate time for a dinner break 
tonight, should that be his intention. The reason the government wishes to sit later tonight is to enable further 
speeches in response to the Premier’s Statement to be presented by members. In past years, time allocated for 
responses to the Premier’s Statement has been spread out over the year and members could be expected to make 
their contribution to the Premier’s Statement months after the statement was presented. This year, it is the 
government’s intention that members be able to present their responses closer to the presentation of the 
Premier’s Statement. It has also become necessary for the house to deal with a very urgent bill; namely, the 
Dangerous Sexual Offenders Amendment Bill 2011. I am aware that this bill was not included on the list of 
legislation presented to the opposition for consideration this week. However, as a result of the speedy passage of 
the legislation through the other place, the government now wishes this bill to be urgently debated by this house 
in order for the legislation to be in place by the end of the week. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [12.46 pm]: The opposition is agreeable to this. As I have indicated to the 
Leader of the House, dealing with the Dangerous Sexual Offenders Amendment Bill 2011 will be a matter of 
priority for the opposition; however, members need the opportunity to consider the bill and to make comment 
and so forth because, often, mistakes can be found in hastily drafted and hastily presented legislation, or there 
can be unintended consequences and opposition members may need time to tease out some of those. I have had a 
discussion with the Attorney General and I believe that he thinks that is a quite reasonable approach. Indeed, it 
has been the approach of parliaments for hundreds of years and is therefore something that I think we will and 
should do. 

Obviously, the opposition will agree to the government motion about Parliament sitting late this evening in order 
to conclude or advance the consideration of the Premier’s Statement. I must say that I do not quite understand 
the priority of this matter and I have expressed my view to the Leader of the House. The reason I do not 
understand the priority is that the Premier’s Statement is a general debate and there is no time urgency about 
whether that debate is concluded this week or next—or the week after that. It is of no consequence. However, the 
Premier’s Statement provides an opportunity for the house to debate a matter on the notice paper when there is 
no other matter ready to be debated; for instance, when a piece of legislation has to be hastily redrafted and 
something is needed to fill time on the notice paper—there is the Premier’s Statement. It makes sense to have 
sitting on the notice paper something like the Premier’s Statement that can be brought on at a moment’s notice in 
the case of legislation needing to be redrafted or there being a mix-up with the other house and something has 
not arrived that was expected to have arrived—or any of those numerous things that happen in the ebb and flow 
of the operation of a Parliament and that can upset the ordinary operation of the Parliament. 

Leader of the House, I understand that the Premier is a forceful individual, but sometimes the operations of the 
house need to be conducted in such a way that the flexibility of the Premier’s Statement is needed. Also, some of 
us live a long way from this place.  

Mr D.A. Templeman: Hear, Hear! What about the regional members? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I know what everyone is thinking! 

Mr R.F. Johnson: Mandurah is metropolitan these days. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Some of us live a long way from this place and the driving home at night at that hour and 
the requirement to be back here in the very early hours of the morning can — 

A member interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Not on myself. I am quite happy for it, but other people who live a long way away might 
find those hours of travel demanding and a bit of a strain, and sometimes even a little bit dangerous.  

I say to the Leader of the House that we will agree to the motion. However, he knows that it is unnecessary to 
conduct the operations of the house in this manner and that it might add a little danger to the lives of some of 
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those people. The member for Mandurah lives a long way from here. He has two children and is about to have 
many more. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Three! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I am sorry, three; and there is about to be more children in his household. He is prolific! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He regularly has urgent business at home! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He is about to become a father for the fourth time at some point in time. So, he obviously 
spends not only a lot of time in the car getting home, but also a lot of time at night dealing with screaming 
children! So, his life is not that easy. He lives an hour and 20 minutes from this place. For instance, we had a late 
night last night and tonight we will have a late night. It can be an unnecessary demand on people such as the 
member for Mandurah. I live probably an hour from here but, unlike the member for Mandurah, I am a tough, 
rugged individual, and I do not mind the driving requirements. I said to the Premier the other day that I saw him 
on television the other night and that I have seen the change in him from 10 years ago to now. One could say it is 
a shocking transformation! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I liked the Premier’s haircut! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Ha, ha! It is a shocking transformation of the Premier in the past 10 years; so, these late 
nights have obviously knocked him around. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: He hasn’t got a portrait in his attic, then? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He is not Dorian Gray. I would have to say he is definitely not Dorian Gray. I have seen 
photographs of myself taken 10 years ago and actually I think I look younger, to be honest with members! But 
the Premier, obviously, is not as rugged, as tough and able to withstand these hours as members are on this side 
of the chamber. 

I digress. All I am saying to the Leader of the House is that I do not think this sort of management of the house 
in future weeks is necessary and he might want to consider that. 

Question put and passed. 
 


